Avulsion of the Upper Limb SIR,-Reading Mr. J. A. Barclay's letter (15 February, p. 444 ) reminded me of an incident in Leaves from the Life of a Country Doctor by Dr. Clement Gull who practised in the Scottish border town of Peebles around the turn of the century. The incident occurred in 1890 and was recorded in Dr. Gunn's diary as follows:
" I was driving to an urgent maternity case some distance away, when I encountered a gig coming from the opposite direction, driven at a furious pace. Its driver at once pulled up, and signed to my man to do likewise. ' We're juist seeking you, Doctor I ' shouted the newcomer; 'Tam here has got his airm aff i' the threshing-mill I ' ' His arm off I Surely not ! ' I ejaculated, with a hasty glance at the lad of fifteen sitting beside him, wrapped in a shepherd's plaid. To my amazement the boy shouted indignantly: 'No aff', dae ye say? I'll sune show ye ! ' ' Here it's ! '-and with that he held up in one hand his other arm, completely severed close to the shoulder, and brandished it in our faces.... " I bade them drive on to Peebles and call in another doctor; and promising to return as soon as possible, hastened on with all speed. All went well with mother and child, and in less time than I had ventured to hope for, I was amputating Tom's splintered bone at the shoulder-joint, a fellow-practitioner having administered the anaesthetic. After two hours' rest we had the lad conveyed home in a cab, surrounded by hot bottles; early next day I drove out to visit him, filled with apprehension lest the combined effects of shock, exposure, and delay should have ended in a fatal collapse during the night. The first object which met my eyes on entering the farmhouse was the redoubtable Tom, sitting up and supping a big bowl of porridge with every appearance of satisfaction I The wound healed rapidly, and in a short time the lad was up and out-of-doors again, wrapped in his plaid, laughing and joking as usual."-I am, etc., J. MURRAY DRENNAN. The studies which they quote,`do in fact show a decrease in the incidence of maternal immunization to D where there has been an ABO incompatible mating, whatever the maternal ABO group, with the single exception of Donohue and Wake's' mating AB XA or B. Taking the matings where the mother is not group 0, the absence of any statistical difference between the observed and expected frequencies in part reflects the relatively small numbers of individuals within these matings. All four series show a decrease in the incidence of immunization to D among both group 0 and non-group 0 mothers, although the decrease is considerably greater among the 
